
Bacterial vaginosis in a cohort of Danish

pregnant women: prevalence and relationship

with preterm delivery, low birthweight and

perinatal infections

Sir,

We were interested in the article by Svare et al.1 regarding

bacterial vaginosis and preterm delivery. However, they make

no mention of the role of short cervix.

Cervical dysfunction has been recognised as a small but

important contributor to preterm delivery, particularly in

the late second trimester and very early third trimester. Sev-

eral investigators have shown an increased risk of preterm

delivery among women with cervical effacement detected on

pelvic examination.2

Data by Iams et al.3 suggest that the length of the cervix is

directly correlated with the duration of pregnancy: the shorter

the cervix, the greater the likelihood of preterm delivery. A wom-

an’s risk of premature delivery was particularly high if the length

of the cervix was below the 10th percentile for the entire group.4

Shorter the cervix, higher the likelihood of intra-amniotic

infection. This relationship may be because of an intra-amni-

otic infection resulting in contractions and a shortened cervix,

or a short cervix may predispose to ascending infection.5

Could Svare et al.1 kindly comment on the incidence of

short cervix in their population? j

References

1 Svare JA, Schmidt H, Hansen BB, Lose G. Bacterial vaginosis in a cohort

of Danish pregnant women: prevalence and relationship with preterm

510 ª 2007 The Authors Journal compilation ª RCOG 2007 BJOG An International Journal of Obstetrics and Gynaecology

Correspondence



delivery, low birthweight and perinatal infections. BJOG 2006;113:

1419–25.

2 Papiernik E, Bouyer J, Collin D, Winisdoerffer G, Dreyfus J. Precocious

cervical ripening and preterm labor. Obstet Gynecol 1986;67:238–42.

3 Iams JD, Goldenberg RL, Meis PJ, Mercer BM, Moawad A, Das A,

et al. The length of the cervix and the risk of spontaneous premature

delivery. N Engl J Med 1996;334:567–72.

4 Naim A, Haberman S, Burgess T, Navizedeh N, Minkoff H. Changes

in cervical length and the risk of preterm labor. Am J Obstet Gynecol

2002;186:887–9.

5 Gomez R, Romero R, Nien JK, Chaiworapongsa T, Medina L, Yeon Mee

K, et al. A short cervix in women with preterm labor and intact

membranes: A risk factor for microbial invasion of the amniotic cavity.

Am J Obstet Gynecol 2005;192:678–89.

NN Mahajan & K Mahajan
Department of Obstetrics and Gynoecology, Padhar Hospital,

Padhar, India

Accepted 25 November 2006.

DOI: 10.1111/j.1471-0528.2006.01251.x

ª 2007 The Authors Journal compilation ª RCOG 2007 BJOG An International Journal of Obstetrics and Gynaecology 511

Correspondence


